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Worship

Grow

Go

Welcome to worship during the Sundays of Advent! Advent is
about the “coming days” and is loaded with expectation in the
Bible readings—akin to Mary’s pregnant expectation before Jesus’
birth. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up for
David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to
stand before the Son of Man.” With our ancient siblings in the faith,
we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration,
a second coming, and the advent of Christ in Word and Holy
Communion in worship today.
		 In compliance with the latest public health mandate from the City
of Denver, face masks are required for everyone over two years old as
we continue to promote safe worship at Augustana. We will not seek
to verify vaccination status prior to worship services.
		 Please make room in the pew for people who arrive after you by
sitting in the middle of the pew. This opens up the aisle seating for
others so that everyone has a place to worship.
		 Sign the worship slip and place it in the offering plate so that
hospitality, prayer, and pastoral care may be kept up to date.
		
WiFi use: All the bandwidth possible is needed to livestream the 10:30
worship service. Please turn your cell phone off, turn off the WiFi, or
put it in airplane mode while the service is going on. Thank you!

Prelude  “Adagio” from Concerto in a minor
Welcome

–Antonio Vivaldi, arr. J.S. Bach

The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness

		
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.
		 Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who inspires with
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills us with peace. Amen.
		 Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
		
Silence is kept for reflection.
		 God for whom we wait, in the presence of one another, we
confess our sin before you. We fail to believe that your good
news is for us. We falter in our care of creation. We find our
sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different from
ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away
from your love. Forgive us, Holy One, and assure us again of
your transforming grace. Amen.
		 God, in Christ Jesus, enfolds you in grace, and through the
power of the Holy Spirit,  your sins are forgiven. You are
strengthened anew to follow the way of peace. Amen.

Gathering Song  ELW 244: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

10:30 a.m. Please turn toward the back of the sanctuary as the processional
cross enters, and turn toward the front of the sanctuary as the cross
passes you.
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Greeting		 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day		

		 Let us pray.
		
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins,
and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  ELW 257: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

		

First Reading  Jeremiah 33:14–16
		 A reading from Jeremiah.
14
		
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
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Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which
it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
		 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm  Psalm 25:1–10
		
The refrain will be sung first by the cantor, then by the assembly,
and again by the assembly after the verses as indicated.
Refrain:

		
1
		
To | you, O Lord,
			 I lift | up my soul.
2
		
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
			 nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3
		
Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
			 rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4
		
Show me your | ways, O Lord,
			 and teach | me your paths.
Refrain
5
		
Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
			 for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6
		
Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
			 for they are from | everlasting.
Refrain
7
		
Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
			 remember me according to your steadfast love
and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord.
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8
		
You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
			 therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9
		
You lead the low- | ly in justice
			 and teach the low- | ly your way.
10
		
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
			 to those who keep your covenant
			 and your | testimonies.
Refrain
Refrain:

		

Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
		 A reading from First Thessalonians.
9
		
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy
that we feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day
we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
11
		
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus
direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase
and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts
in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
		 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

		 ELW 239: Hark, the Glad Sound!

The assembly stands.

		

Gospel  Luke 21:25–36
		 The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
		 [Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and
the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by
the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from
fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.
28
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29
		
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves
and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
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34
		
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down
with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this
life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the
whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may
have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
		 The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
					
The assembly is seated.

Anthem  10:30 a.m. “This Little Light of Mine”
			 Choristers

arr. Mark Patterson

Children’s Sermon  10:30 a.m.
Sermon  Pastor Caitlin Trussell
The assembly stands.
Hymn of the Day  ELW 438: My Lord, What a Morning
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Installation of Andrew Peters as Minister of Music and Organist
Prayers of Intercession

		
After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Peace		 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
		
You may share a sign of peace with the peace sign or a wave or a
hand over your heart.
The assembly is seated.
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Offering
Did you have a nice Thanksgiving? Your offering makes it possible for Metro
Caring to help people in Denver who are hungry. That’s something to be
thankful for!
		 “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” –Elizabeth Poston
			 8 a.m. AVE  10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir
The assembly stands.
Offering Song  ELW 242: Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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Offering Prayer

		 God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our
hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare
the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through
Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving		
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		 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks and praise . . . we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

		

Eucharistic Prayer
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
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		 In the night in which he was betrayed,
		 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
		 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
		 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
		 Do this for the remembrance of me.
		 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
		 and gave it for all to drink, saying:
		 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
		 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
		 Do this for the remembrance of me.
		 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
		
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
		 With this bread and cup
		 we remember your Word dwelling among us,
		 full of grace and truth.
		 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
		 We look with hope for his coming.
		
Come, Lord Jesus.
		 Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
		 Come among us.
		 Bless this meal.
		 May your Word take flesh in us.
		
Come, Holy Spirit.
		 All praise and glory are yours,
		 Holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer		 Our Father, who art in heaven,

			 hallowed be thy name,
			 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
				 on earth as it is in heaven.
		 Give us this day our daily bread;
		 and forgive us our trespasses,
			 as we forgive those who trespass against us;
		 and lead us not into temptation,
			 but deliver us from evil.
13

		 For thine is the kingdom,
			 and the power, and the glory,
			 forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion 		

The assembly is seated.
		
We are connected by the Holy Spirit to God and to each other across
time and place through our baptisms. In this same Spirit, we share
bread and wine with confidence in Christ’s real presence with us
in the sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are worshiping with
us on livestream, you may use bread or crackers and wine or juice
from your home. We invite you to share this bread of life and cup
of blessing as we all are one in Christ. We will receive Communion
together after the singing of the Lamb of God.

		 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
			 AVE

–arr. John Rutter
The assembly stands.
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Blessing after Communion

		 May the body and blood of Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

		 Most High God, you have come among us at this
table. By the Spirit’s power, make us bearers
of your word, sharing your gifts of mercy and
grace with all, through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

Blessing		 The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace

in believing, so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ
Jesus for whom we wait. Amen.
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Sending Song  ELW 248: People, Look East

10:30 a.m. Please turn and face the processional cross as it leaves the sanctuary,
facing the back of the sanctuary for the dismissal.

		

Dismissal		 Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.
Postlude  “Allegro”

–Antonio Vivaldi, arr. J.S. Bach
		from Concerto in a minor
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Welcome!

• How good to have you here! Thanks for
signing the worship registration slip and
placing it in the offering plate.
• Large-print copies of the service
bulletin are available from Augustana’s
ushers.
• Children are welcome in worship!
Children’s bulletins and crayons are
available on Augustana’s entrance
tables. Just outside of Christ Chapel and
on either side of the sanctuary there are
activity bags for children. Please return
the bags when worship is finished.
Childcare is available in the nursery for
newborns through children age 5.
• For a copy of this morning’s sermon,
inquire in Augustana’s office.
• Secure online gifts may be made
through the Giving page at Augustana’s
website, www.augustanadenver.org. You
can also text message your offering to
303-653-9592.
• Faith Formation for all children and
youth is available Sundays, 9–10 a.m., in
the education building. Adult Forum is
offered 9:15–10:15 a.m.
• Welcome to coffee and cookies, 9–10:30
a.m., in Fellowship Hall.
• Restrooms are located downstairs
beneath the west entrance; handicapped
accessible restrooms are on the east
side of the sanctuary in the hallway
behind the chancel.

• An elevator is available at the Fairfax
Street entrance.
• Handicapped parking and entrances are
available at the Fairfax Street and Elm
Street entrances. Additional parking
is available on the south side of the
building.
• The Ammerman Library is open and
staffed every Sunday.
• Please make sure your cell phones are
silenced during worship.
• Parents, for the safety and well-being of
all our children, we ask that you attend
your children at all times.
• If you would like to leave your bulletin
for recycling, please place it at the end
of the pew.

Mission Statement

Celebrating God’s grace, we welcome
everyone to worship Jesus, grow in faith,
and go serve in the world.

Worship

• Worship in person at 8 a.m. in Christ
Chapel or at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary.
• Join Augustana on our Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/
augustanadenver/) or YouTube channel
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC8QQ4ybjC4GuBH_mdvVRCdA) for
worship livestreamed every Sunday at
10:30 a.m. Visit Augustana’s website
(www.augustanadenver.org) for
downloadable worship resources and
past worship videos.
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Karen Bourg
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